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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A computer-readable medium encoded with a computer 
program for managing rent-a-car when executed by computer, 
said computer program comprising the steps of: 

reading rent-a-car record from a storage unit which stores 
a rent-a-car identification number and in association with 
the time of the return schedule as the rent-a-car record; 

obtaining present position information of the rental car 
corresponding to the rental car identification number in the 
rental car record; 

calculating return travel time required for a rent-a-car to 
travel to the return place, based on the a predetermined 
rent-a-car return position information and the present 
position information of the rental car; 

calculating remaining time until return schedule time from 
the present time; and 

sending return time limit information to the rent-a-car 
terminal, when the remaining time becomes a predetermined 
amount with respect to said return travel time. 

2. A computer-readable medium encoded with a computer 
program according to claim 1, wherein said predetermined 
amount is such that the remaining time minus said return 
travel time is equal to a predetermined allowance time. 
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3. A computer-readable medium encoded with a computer 
program according to claim 1, wherein said predetermined 
amount is such that said remaining time is equal to said 
return travel time. 

4* A computer-readable medium encoded with a computer 
program according to claim 1, the step of sending return 
time limit information to the rent-a-car terminal further 
comprising the steps of: 

sending the judgment item information on whether the rental 
period is to be extended to the rent-a-car terminal; and 

calculating the course information to the return place 
based on the present position information and return 
position information of the rental car and sending the 
course information to the rent-a-car terminal when the 
information that extension of the rental period is not 
requested is received. 

5. A computer-readable medium encoded with a computer 
program according to claim 1, the step of sending return 
time limit information to the rent-a-car terminal further 
comprising the steps of: 

sending the judgment item information on whether the rental 
period is to be extended to the rent-a-car terminal; 



- 19 - 



sending the information of the item for inputting extended 
time when the information that extension of the rental 
period is requested is received; and 

processing the rental extension for the rental car based on 
the extended time information received from the rent-a-car 
terminal . 

6. A computer-readable medium encoded with a computer 
program according to claim 5, the step of processing the 
rental extension for the rental car further comprising the 
steps of: 

reading next reservation information for the current rental 
car from the storage unit when the information that 
extension of the rental period is requested is received; and 

sending the screen information for type-of -a-car change to 
a subscriber's terminal when there is next reservation. 

7. A rent-a-car managing apparatus, comprising: 

a storage unit which stores a rent-a-car identification 
number and the time of the return scheduled day, and was 
made to memorize as a rent-a-car record; 

a means for reading rent-a-car record from a storage unit 
which stores a rent-a-car identification number and in 
association with the time of the return schedule as the 
rent-a-car record; 
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a means for obtaining present position information of the 
rental car corresponding to the rental car identification 
number in the rental car record; 

a means for calculating return travel time required for a 
rental car to travel to the return place, based on the 
predetermined rent-a-car return position information and the 
present position information of the rental car; 

a means for calculating remaining time until return 
schedule time from the present time; and 

a means for sending return time limit information to the 
rent-a-car terminal, when the remaining time becomes a 
predetermined amount with respect to said return travel time. 

8. A rent-a-car managing apparatus according to claim 
7, wherein said predetermined amount is such that the 
remaining time minus said return travel time is equal to a 
predetermined allowance time. 

9. A rent-a-car managing apparatus according to claim 
7, wherein said predetermined amount is such that said 
remaining time is equal to said return travel time. 

10. A rent-a-car managing apparatus according to claim 
7, the means for sending return time limit information to 
the rent-a-car terminal further comprising: 
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a means for sending the judgment item information on 
whether the rental period is to be extended to the rent-a- 
car terminal; and 

a means for calculating the course information to the 
return place based on the present position information and 
return position information of the rental car and sending 
the course information to the rent-a-car terminal when the 
information that extension of the rental period is not 
requested is received. 

11. A rent-a-car managing apparatus according to claim 
7, the means for sending return term information to the 
rent-a-car terminal further comprising: 

a means for sending the judgment item information on 
whether the rental period is to be extended to the rent-a- 
car terminal; 

a means for sending the information of the item for 
inputting extended time when the information that extension 
of the rental period is requested is received; and 

a means for processing the rental extension for the rental 
car based on the extended time information received from the 
rent-a-car terminal . 

12. A rent-a-car managing apparatus according to claim 
11, the means for processing the rental extension for the 
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rental car further comprising: 

a storage unit on which next reservation information for 
the rental car was stored; 

a means for reading next reservation information for the 
current rental car from the storage unit when the 
information that extension of the rental period is request 
is received; and 

a means for sending the screen information for type-of-a- 
car change to a subscriber's terminal when there is next 
reservation. 



